
 We are so honored that you would 
allow us a few moments of your time 
to see how the Lord has lead us to 
become Church Planting Missionaries 
to the country of Argentina!  We are 
overwhelmed at the generosity, 
support, and love of God’s people to 
our family.   

 We are trusting God to continue to 
move in a mighty way among the 
Argentine people and bring many to 
the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ 
through His gospel!  

 We believe that through Christ’s 
example of training men that we can 
be most effective at reaching the 
world with the gospel of Jesus Christ 
in our generation.  

 In this packet you will find information 
about our family, our field, our mission 
board, our sending church along with 
our pastor’s recommendation. We are 
so grateful for an opportunity to 
present our ministry in Argentina to 
your church family! May God bless you 
richly. 



Acts 20:24 “...and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.”

The Underwood’s

Contact Information

Sending Church  
Newton Baptist Church

720 Jack Neely Rd.
Covington, GA 30016  

(770) 788-7868
Pastor Tony Howeth

www.newtonbaptistchurch.com

Sending Agency
Vision Baptist Missions

P.O. Box 442
Alpharetta, GA 30009

Phone: (770) 456-5881
Fax: (770) 667-8982

www.visionmissions.com

Personal Contact Information  
Stephen Underwood  
cell (470) 399-2036 

sunderwood52@gmail.com  
www.argentinamissions.net
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Testimonies 

Vision Argentina	 	 The Underwood Family

Stephen Underwood 
	 I was saved at the age of 7 during a Vacation Bible School, however, not being raised in church; I 
did not follow the Lord in believer’s baptism until I was 11 years old. It wasn’t until the next spring, 
during a transition year from pony league to little league, that I met Pastor Wayne Cofield; my new 
baseball coach! 
	 In order to “secure” my spot as a starter, I began attending services at Whitfield Baptist Church. 
It was there that God started a work in my life that has led me and my family to reach the people of 
South Africa and the world with the gospel of Jesus Christ. At age 16, I had the opportunity to visit 
Peru, South America on a ten day missions trip. There, I met Veteran Missionary Austin Gardner, now 
Pastor of Vision Baptist Church. The following year, I returned to Peru for six months in order to learn 
and train on the field, for the field. 
	 I also spent 6 years in the Army, serving 16 months in Iraq during Operation Iraqi Freedom 
from June 2006 to September 2007. The Lord used that time in my life to teach me the discipline I 
lacked and the intestinal fortitude needed to accomplish His good work! The past 8 years, I have been 
privileged to grow and train under Pastor Tony Howeth of Newton Baptist Church. I have seen first 
hand the relationship model of Paul and Timothy through Pastor Howeth’s leadership. I am very 
grateful for the Lord using Newton Baptist Church to be not only our sending church, but our family! 
Today, I am blessed and encouraged to have not only the obligation, but the opportunity to serve Jesus 
as a church planting missionary to the field of Argentina! It is our intent and goal to replicate the 
biblical model through which I have been trained to the Argentine people of Argentina, South America!



Vision Argentina	 	 The Underwood Family

Ashlee Underwood 
	 My entire family is Seventh Day Adventist, and raised me as such. I grew up believing that 
my salvation rested in keeping the Sabbath, abstaining from meats, and keeping the Law of God. It 
wasn’t until I met, and married Stephen that I truly placed my faith and trust in Christ and His 
finished work on the cross! 
	 We had been married for seven months and had been attending Whitfield Baptist Church. 
During the Mission’s Conference on a Tuesday evening, the Holy Spirit of God convicted my heart 
of my desperate need of salvation. The next evening, before the service started; I met Pastor Wayne 
Cofield along with my husband, and was shown from God’s Word that my “good works” were not 
sufficient to pay my sin debt. That moment, I asked Jesus to forgive me, accepted His payment on 
the cross, and trusted in Him alone as my personal Savior! I can honestly say that my life has 
never been the same! 
	 Later that same year, at the Our Generation Summit, I was able to hear testimony after 
testimony of God’s great work in the lives of others on foreign fields. My soul was stirred within me 
and my heart moved to compassion of a world that was lost without Christ. That Summit, I 
submitted myself fully to service to my Lord and my husband. Whenever and wherever God wanted 
us, I was willing to go! 
	 I am truly honored to have the opportunity to serve my Savior along side my husband and 
family as church planting missionaries to the country of Argentina. I rest in the fact that Christ has 
given His all for me, and I in return wish to give my all for Him! My heart’s desire is to follow my 
husband, raise my children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and to reach others with the 
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ!



Our Philosophy
L.O.V.E

Loving God - Others First - Vision for the World - Enjoying Life

1 Corinthians 13:1-8 teaches us that though we speak with words as angels, can 
understand all mysteries, and have faith that moves mountains, all this is NOTHING 
without LOVE!

It is the LOVE of Christ that constrains us to go, teach, baptize, and teach all nations! It 
is LOVE that enables us to be longsuffering, and kind to others. It is LOVE that 
empowers us to endure ALL THINGS for His name’s sake!

As church planting missionaries to Argentina, we will LOVE people, teach them of 
Christ’s great LOVE for them, and train them to also LOVE one another!

Our Strategy
Reach, Teach, Train, and Send

Our strategy is nothing new. We will follow the exact model that Jesus set for us, Paul 
and the Apostles continued, and that others have proven over many years of ministry. 
That model is to reach Argentine’s with the gospel of Jesus Christ, teach them to grow 
in God’s Word, train them to teach others also, and then send them unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth!

We will accomplish this strategy with three key factors:

1) Men - We intend on following the pattern of the Lord Jesus who made it his ministry 
to train men that would be capable to carry on the ministry when he was gone.

2) Media - We intend on using mass-media to extend the reach of our ministry as far as 
possible to places that we could never reach without it. We will use multiple media 
outlets to infiltrate as many homes, and families as possible that would otherwise have 
no means of hearing the gospel message.

3) Materials - We want to produce sound Biblical material in Spanish that can be 
distributed and reproduced to teach the gospel beyond what we can do alone. We plan 
on utilizing every tool available to publish His name among those who do not know Him.  
This will involve translation of current materials, development of new material, and the 
printing and distribution.
 



Our Goals
Short Term Goals

 

• Language Learning  
As soon as we land in Argentina and set up our home, Ashlee and I will begin 
language school to learn the Spanish Language! We are excited about this new 
challenge and believe that God will allow us to successfully learn Spanish in order to 
preach His gospel to the Argentine people! 

• Cultural Adaptation 
By immersing ourselves in the language and culture, we will immediately begin 
serving the people and learning their ways! We will have the opportunity to work in a 
church started by Missionary Patrick Henry during our language school and know that 
this time will be crucial to future success in ministry! 
 
 

 
 
 

Long Term Goals

• Continue to Evangelize the Lost  
By presenting the gospel of Jesus Christ, His finished work on the cross, and salvation 
through Him alone, we will continue to evangelize the people of South Africa through 
our gospel saturation efforts! 
 

• Multiply Local Churches  
Through the evangelization of the lost, and cultivating of relationships, will will 
establish autonomous local churches to edify the body of Christ and mature the 
believer. 
 

• Multiply National Leadership 
By implementing our strategy of men, media, and materials, we will continue to equip 
national pastors to carry on the work of the ministry and reproduce themselves in the 
lives others.



Stephen Underwood Recommendation Letter

Dear Pastor,  

It is a great honor to recommend to you Stephen and Ashlee Underwood. 

I have had the honor of knowing Stephen for the last fifteen years.  I have seen 
him grow and mature from a hard-headed teen boy into a serving man of God that 
will be sorely missed in our church ministry here at Newton Baptist Church.   

Stephen is strong in the Bible and has practical ministry experience in our local 
church.  In preparing him for the field, he has served in the children's ministry, 
singles ministry, visitation, discipleship and as my personal assistant.  He is of the 
quality that I would like to hire him on staff but he is going to South Africa. 

Ashlee is a wonderful compliment to her husband.  She has followed him in his 
spiritual progression helping in each and every ministry he has been involved in.  
She has a sweet spirit and is one of the few that I have never heard complain.  
(Now that is a blessing!) 

This is a good family.  I know you receive many requests for missionaries to come 
by and present their burden.  I humbly ask for you to prayerfully consider 
partnering with this family.  The need in South Africa is great and I am delighted 
the Underwood family is going to plant churches and train men to reach this 
country. 

Thank you for your time and may God continue to bless you greatly. 

Tony Howeth, Pastor 
2 Tim 4:2

Newton Baptist Church, Covington, GA     T: 770-788-7868      W: www.newtonbaptistchurch.org

http://www.austingardner.net


 

Stephen Underwood Field Change Letter 

June 3, 2019  

Dear Pastor and faithful supporters of the Underwood family,  

I am humbled by your heart for world evangelism and decision to support the Underwood 

Family while they were in South Africa.  

As you know, they are transitioning to the field of Argentina. I have had the privilege of 

walking with Stephen through this process. They have been prayerful and truly desire God's 

direction for their lives.  

With their Visa's being rejected and a trip to Washington DC yielding no help, God began to 

confirm in their hearts His next step for them. God was indeed leading them to Argentina.  

I believe in this family as does our entire church family. We fully stand behind them and as we 

saw God use them in South Africa, we look forward to seeing how God uses them in Argentina.  

Thank you for loving them and supporting them. I wanted to take this opportunity to express 

my gratitude and let you know our church is fully behind this dear family.  

Humbled by your kindness,  

Tony Howeth, Pastor  
Newton Baptist Church

Newton Baptist Church T: 770-788-7868 W: www.newtonbaptistchurch.org



Stephen Underwood Recommendation Letter

Dear Pastor,

Stephen and Ashlee Underwood are two of the finest people that I know.  I have the 
privilege of being their friend!  I have watched Stephen grow and work now for over 
fifteen years. I have watched as God has prepared him and burdened his heart to serve 
Him and now to be a missionary to the Xhosa people of South Africa! They are sure that 
South Africa is where God wants them. I truly believe that now more than ever they are 
needed in South Africa.

Stephen is a man of character.  He is hard working, diligent, faithful, and hungry to be 
used of God.  Stephen and Ashlee have been a vital part of the ministry at Newton 
Baptist Church, their home church. They have served in every role possible. Stephen has 
spent months over seas just to prepare themselves better to reach the world and work 
cross culturally.

Stephen is taking a very big step now as they set out to start deputation to be church 
planting missionaries in South Africa. The need is still very great. There are very few 
Bible preaching churches among the Xhosa speaking people of South Africa. Many 
missionaries have gone to South Africa and worked among the whites, coloreds and 
English speaking peoples but few to the majority of black people.

I hope that you will prayerfully consider having Stephen in your church and then 
supporting this very needy ministry.  Will you please help hurry them to the field?

I know that Stephen and Ashlee will be a blessing to you and your church when he 
presents the work. God is already using their family and you will reap a great harvest and 
many spiritual rewards for supporting a family like the Underwoods. 

Thank you for whatever help you can give Stephen as he and Ashlee head out to do all in 
their power to plant a churches and train leaders in South Africa! 

I am honored to be their friend and to serve God with them.  If you have any further 
questions about them, their character, their dedication, their preparation, or service 
please feel free to give me a call.

Yours to evangelize the world in our generation,

W. Austin Gardner, Pastor
Matthew 6:33

Vision Baptist Church, Alpharetta, GA     T: 770-500-8021      W: www.worldevangelism.net



Stephen Underwood Field Change Letter

Saturday, May 11, 2019

Dear Pastor and supporters of the Underwood family

I am sure you are as excited as I am to see what God will do next with Stephen and 
Ashlee! They faithfully followed God to South Africa. They worked at the language and 
culture but as you know the uncertainty of visas for South Africa had them feeling quite 
frustrated. As they prayed, God began directing their hearts towards Argentina. Their visa 
being rejected and the subsequent trip to Washington DC to talk with the consulate was 
the confirmation they needed that God was indeed changing their field of service. 

This decision is costing them a great deal. The Underwoods have basically lost all their 
set up in South Africa. Now they will have to set up in another country and learn a new 
language and culture. I am praising God that they are still faithful and have not fainted or 
given up.

Vision Baptist Church is happy to continue supporting them because we know their 
desire to be used of God to get the gospel to the world. I pray you too will be fully behind 
this new direction that God is taking them.

I have known Stephen for years. If you have any questions that I might answer, please 
feel free to call or write. 

God bless you

W. Austin Gardner, Pastor
Matthew 6:33

Vision Baptist Church, Alpharetta, GA     T: 770-500-8021      W: www.worldevangelism.net



 

Statement of Faith 

The Bible  

We believe that the BIBLE is the WORD OF GOD, and that it is divinely inspired. We believe in the plenary, verbal 
inspiration, that it is the only complete and final revelation of the will of GOD to man, and the supreme, infallible 
authority in all matters of faith and conduct. We use the King James Bible for all teaching and preaching in 
English. II Timothy 3:16; II Peter 1:20,21; Mark 13:31; John 8:31,32; John 20:31; Acts 20:32 

God   

We believe in the Trinity, the unity of the Godhead. There are three persons: The FATHER, The SON, and The 
HOLY SPIRIT. They are equally perfect in every divine quality, and execute distinct but harmonious offices in the 
great work of redemption. (A) We believe in GOD the FATHER (B) We believe in JESUS CHRIST (C) We believe in 
the HOLY SPIRIT. Genesis 1:1,26; John 1:1,3; Matthew 28:19; John 4:24; Romans 1:19,20; Ephesians 4:5,6 

The Father  

We believe in God the Father, an infinite, personal spirit, perfect in holiness, wisdom, power and love. We believe 
that He infallibly foreknows all that shall come to pass, that He concerns Himself mercifully in the affairs of men, 
that He hears and answers prayer, and that He saves from sin and death all who come to Him through Jesus Christ. 
Luke 10:21,22; Matthew 23:9; John 3:16; 6:27; Romans 1:7; I Timothy 1:1,2; 2:5,6; I Peter 1:3; Revelation 1:6 

Jesus Christ  

We believe in Jesus Christ, God's only begotten Son, conceived by the Holy Spirit. We believe Jesus Christ is God. 
We believe in His virgin birth, sinless life, miracles, and teachings. We believe in His substitutionary atoning death, 
bodily resurrection, ascension into heaven, perpetual intercession for His people, and personal visible return to 
earth. Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38; John 1:1; 20:28; Romans 9:5; 8:46; II Corinthians 5:21; I Peter 2:21-23; John 
20:30, 31; Matthew 20:28; Ephesians 1:4; Acts 1:11; Romans 5:6-8; 6:9,10; Hebrews 7:25; Hebrews 9:28; I Timothy 
3:16 

The Holy Spirit  

We believe in the person of the Holy Spirit who came forth from the Father and Son to convict the world of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment, and to regenerate, sanctify, and empower all who believe in Jesus Christ. We believe 
that the Holy Spirit indwells every believer in Christ, and that He is an abiding helper, teacher and guide. John 
14:16,17,26; 15:26,27; John 16:9-14; Romans 8:9; I Corinthians 3:16; 6:19; Galatians 5:22-26 



Man  

We believe that all men by nature, choice and practice are sinners, but that "God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." We believe, 
therefore, that those who repent of their sins and by faith receive Christ as Lord and Savior will rejoice forever in 
God's presence, and those who refuse to receive Christ as Lord and Savior will be forever separated from God. 
John 3:14,16; 5:24; John 5:30; 7:13; 8:12; 10:26; Romans 9:22; II Thessalonians 1:9; Rev. 19:3,20; 20:10;14,15; 21:18; 
Psalm 51:7; Jeremiah 17:9; James 1:14; Romans 3:19; 5:19; Proverbs 28:13; I John 1:9; John 3:16; John 1:13; II 
Corinthians 5:17; Romans 8:1 

Eternal State  

We believe in a literal Heaven, the eternal home of the redeemed. We believe Heaven to be the literal place where 
the saved will live forever in the eternal bliss and blessings of God. We believe in Hell, the Christ-less eternity for 
the lost, where there will be burning and tormenting for those without salvation, who have refused to receive the 
gospel and Jesus Christ as Lord. We believe that Hell, unbelievers, Satan and all the fallen angels shall be cast into 
the lake of fire to be tormented day and night forever and forever. Matthew 13:41-43 Mark 9:43-48; Luke 16:19-24; 
John 14:2; 2 Corinthians 5:8; Revelation 21-22 

Salvation  

We believe salvation involves the redemption of the whole man, and is offered freely to all who accept Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior, who by His own blood obtained eternal redemption for the believer. In its broadest sense 
salvation includes regeneration, justification, sanctification, and glorification. There is no salvation apart from 
personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord. Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21; 4:17; 16:21-26; 27:22-28:6; 
Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-32; John 1:11-14,29; 3:3-21,36; 5:24; 10:9,28-29; 15:1-16; 17:17; Acts 2:21; 4:12; 15:11; 16:30-31; 
17:30-31; 20:32; Romans 1:16-18; 2:4; 3:23-25; 4:3ff.; 5:8-10; 6:1-23; 8:1-18,29-39; 10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 
1:18,30; 6:19-20; 15:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13; 5:22-25; 6:15; Ephesians 1:7; 2:8-22; 4:11-16; 
Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1ff.; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:12; Titus 2:11-14; Heb. 2:1-3; 
5:8-9; 9:24-28; 11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-2:11; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5. 

Baptism 

We believe in baptism by immersion after salvation with no merit for salvation in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost (Spirit). We reject infant baptism and any form of sprinkling for infants or adults. Baptism is an outward 
expression of our faith in Jesus Christ and simply a public testimony of what God has done by His grace. Romans 
6:1-5; Acts 8:36-38; Acts 2;41; Matthew 3:16; Matthew 28:19-20.24; John 14:2; 2 Corinthians 5:8; Revelation 21-22 

The Church  

We believe in the local church, consisting of a company of professing, born-again believers in Jesus Christ, 
immersed on a credible confession of faith, and associated for worship, work and fellowship. We believe that to 
those local churches we are committed, for perpetual observance of the ordinances of baptism and the Lord's 
Supper, and that God has laid upon these churches the task of proclaiming to a lost world the acceptance of Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior, and the enthroning of Him as Lord and Master. Its scriptural officers are pastors and 
deacons. While both men and women are gifted for service in the church, the office of pastor is limited to men as 
qualified by Scripture. Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; Acts 2:42; Romans 6:3-5; I Corinthians 11:23-26; Ephesians 
2:19-22; Ephesians 5:19-21; 1 Timothy 2:9-14; 3:1-15; 4:14; Hebrews 10:23-25. 



The Relationship between Church and State  

We believe that every human being is responsible to God alone in all matters of faith; that each church is 
independent and autonomous and must be free from any ecclesiastical or political authority; therefore, Church and 
State must be kept separate as having different functions with each fulfilling its duties free from the dictation or 
patronage of the other. Matthew 22:21; Mark 12:17; Luke 20:25; Acts 5:29; I Timothy 2:5; Romans 13:1-7; 14:7-9,12 

Spiritual Gifts  

We believe that spiritual gifts are given to the church for the express purpose of winning the lost and edifying other 
believers. The Holy Spirit is given to each believer upon acceptance of Christ and His purpose is to exalt and bring 
people to Christ. Speaking in tongues was the least important of these gifts and was given as a sign for unbelieving 
Jews. That is why Newton Baptist Church does not teach or practice speaking in tongues. John 7:37-39; 14:17; Acts 
2:38; 1 Corinthians 1:22; 3:16-17; 6:19-20; 12-14 

Eternal Security  

We believe in the eternal security of all blood-bought individuals or believers and that such inheritance is 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that each believer is kept by the power of God and nothing can separate us from 
Him, ourselves included. We believe that believers can lose the joy of fellowship with God, can grieve God and can 
quench the Spirit of God in him or her, but not lose his/her salvation. John 3:16; 5:24; 6:37-39; 10:27-30; Romans 
8:35-39; Philippians 1:6; Titus 1:2; 1 Peter 1:5; 1 John 5:11-13; Jude 24 

World Evangelism   

We believe that the apostolic office ceased with the death of the Apostles. We believe that it is His church that He 
promised continual existence, to continue the work He started until He comes again. We believe that the ministry of 
reconciliation is committed to every believer and all are saints/priests of God. The Lord Jesus Christ has 
commanded the preaching of the gospel to all nations. It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and of 
every church of the Lord Jesus Christ to endeavor to make disciples of all nations. Matthew 16:18; 28:18-20; Mark 
16:15; John 20:21; Acts 1:8; 2 Corinthians 5:18-21; 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 1:6; 5:10 

Second Coming  

We believe in the literal return of Jesus Christ to the clouds to take all saved people from the earth before the 
beginning of the Tribulation period. We believe in his bodily visible return with his saints at the close of the 
Tribulation period to rule and reign for a thousand years on earth. We believe that unbelievers will face God and be 
judged at the Great White Throne Judgment according to their works, not for salvation, but for their proper and 
rightful places in the lake of fire. I Thessalonians 4:13-18, Revelation 4:1, Matthew 16:27; Mark 14:62; John 14:3; Acts 
1:11; Phil. 3:20; Thessalonians 4:15; II Timothy 4:1; Titus 2:13; I Corinthians 4:5; I Corinthians 15; II Thessalonians 
1:7-10; Revelation 20:4-6,11-15 

Biblical Separation  

We believe that all the saved should live in such a manner as not to bring reproach upon their Savior and Lord; 
and that separation from all religious apostasy, all worldly and sinful pleasures, practices and associations is 
commanded of God. II Timothy 3:1-5; Romans 12:1-2, 14:13; I John 2:15-17; II John 9-11; II Corinthians 6:14-7:1


